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Schuncke [Schunke], (Christian) Ludwig [Louis] 

(b Kassel, 21 Dec 1810; d Leipzig, 7 Dec 1834). 
German pianist and composer. Born into a family of professional musicians – his father Johann Gottfried (1777–1861) and uncle Johann Michael (1778–1821) were distinguished horn players – Ludwig's precocious talents were given every opportunity to develop and he was soon recognized as a pianist of outstanding ability. As early as March 1822 he performed Hummel's A minor Piano Concerto op.85 under the direction of Spohr. This was followed by a concert tour throughout Germany. Before his 16th birthday his earliest compositions received the approval of Weber. In 1827 he left home to earn his living and study composition in Paris. There he lived with the piano maker Duport, whose instruments he demonstrated to support himself while studying composition with Reicha. He remained in Paris until 1830 gaining recognition from the leading musicians there, among them Berlioz, Kalkbrenner, Thalberg and Pixis. With such contacts it is not surprising that when he returned to Germany he formed a friendship with Chopin after hearing him play his E minor concerto in Stuttgart. In memory of this meeting Schuncke dedicated his Capriccio in C minor op.10 to Chopin. An even closer and professionally more important friendship developed with Schumann, who embraced his almost exact contemporary as one of the Davidsbündler and a contributor to the Neue Zeitschrift für Musik; Schumann also accepted the dedication of Schuncke's Sonata in G minor op.3 and in return dedicated to Schuncke his Toccata op.7. Although Schuncke is probably best known today as the dedicatee of this famous work, this does not do justice to his talent as a composer, which was just beginning to develop when he died of consumption two weeks before his 24th birthday. The G minor Sonata op.3, much admired by Schumann, is a four movement work worthy of comparison with the larger scale keyboard works of Weber; of his other known compositions, almost all for solo piano, the Allegro passionato in A minor op.6 and the 2 Capriccios opp.9 and 10 show a distinctive style developing despite clear influences of Weber and Beethoven, whose Sonata op.27 no.2 seems all pervasive in the Capriccio op.10. Schuncke's small corpus of work is well worth the researches of a pianist looking to explore little-known Romantic music.

WORKS

Variations brillantes sur la valse funèbre de F. Schubert, pf, orch, op.14 (Leipzig)

2 pièces caractéristiques, pf 4 hands, op.13 (Leipzig)

Solo pf: Scherzo capricciosos, op.1 (Paris); Variations quasi fantasie brillantes sur une thème originale, op.2 (Paris); Sonata, g, op.3 (Leipzig, 1832); Fantasie brillante, E, op.5 (Vienna); Allegro passionato, a, op.6; Capriccio, C, op.9 (Leipzig); Capriccio, c, op.10; Rondeau brillant, E, op.11 (Leipzig); Divertissement brillant sur des aires allemandes, op.12 (Leipzig); Rondeau, D, op.15 (Leipzig)
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